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Definition of Intellectual Disability	

For the purpose of this program, the bill defines a student with an 

intellectual disability to be a student: 	

(A) With a cognitive impairment, characterized by significant 

limitations in— 

(i) intellectual and cognitive functioning; and 

(ii) adaptive behavior as expressed in conceptual, social, and practical 

adaptive skills; and	

(B) Who is currently, or was formerly, eligible for a free appropriate 

public education under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
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So where do students with 

intellectual disabilities end up 

after high school? 
 

Sheltered Workshops OR  

Day Habilitation Programs 
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http://www.thinkcollege.net/think-college-learn 
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+ 
Are we setting college as a goal for 

youth with intellectual disability? 

+ 
Post-School Goals (NLTS2) 

 58% of students with disabilities other than ID had a post-

school goal to attend college or university 

 33% of students with ID had the goal of sheltered employment 

vs. 8% of students with other disabilities                    

 

-Grigal, Hart, & Migliore, 2011 

+ Predictors of Employment 

(NLTS2)  

The only post-high school transition goal 
that was a predictor of employment for 
students with ID was having the goal of 
attending college  

 

11% of students with ID had this goal 
-Grigal, Hart, & Migliore, 2011 
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Department of Justice 

Rhode Island found in violation of 

students civil rights because students 

were tracked into segregated 

transition & post-school options (e.g., 

sheltered workshops, day habilitation 

programs, day activity programs) 

+ 

Why is going to college 

important? 

Integrated Competitive Employment 

 Youth who participated in higher 

education were 26% more likely to 

leave Vocational Rehabilitation with 

paid employment 

 Earned a 73% higher weekly income 

  

 

Data Set: RSA 911 

 Migliore, A., Butterworth, J., & Hart, D. 2009. Postsecondary Education 

and Employment Outcomes for Youth with Intellectual Disabilities. Fast 

Facts Series, No. 1. Boston, MA: Institute for Community Inclusion 
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 College associated with higher employment rates for 

students with any disability including ID (Grigal et al, ACS 

2013; NLTS-2, Migliore et al., 2009; Newman et al., 2011)  

 

 Other studies also found individuals who take college 

courses but do not graduate from college have better 

employment outcomes than those without any college 

(Carnevale & Desrochers, 2003; Marcotte, Bailey, Borkoski, 

& Kienzl, 2005) 

Integrated Competitive Employment 

+ 

Indicator 13 

 Include going to college in post-school goals for 

students with ID 

 

 Include objectives that will assist students with 

ID in achieving their post-school goals  

+ 
Indicator 14 

 

Going to college improves post-school student employment outcomes  

Percent of youth no longer in secondary school, had 

IEPs in effect at time they left school, and were: 

• Enrolled in higher education within one year of 

leaving high school. 

• Enrolled in higher education or competitively 

employed within one year of leaving high school. 

• Enrolled in higher education or in some other 

postsecondary education or training; or competitively 

employed or in some other employment within one 

year of leaving high school.  
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+ 
What can K-12 personnel do? 

Students need to be better prepared 

Students with intellectual disability need to 

be fully included in K-12 general education 

classes so they will be college career ready 

Hold higher expectations for students with 

intellectual disability 

  

 

 

What can K-12 personnel do? 

Get & share info about college options for 

students with intellectual disability with all 

personnel in K-12 system  

Integrate college related goals into IEP 

Talk w/ families in elementary, middle &  

high school  

 Support students in exploring college 

options 

+ 

What do I mean by access to 

higher education? 
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+ 

An Alternate Pathway 

Traditional/ 
Matriculated 

Placement tests, essays, 
degree-seeking 

Reasonable 
accommodations 

Alternate/Non 
Matriculated 

Person centered 
planning, 

credential/certificate & 
overall non-degree 

seeking 

Individual supports 
and course of study 

based on 
employment goals,  

& use of mentors 

+ 

www.thinkcollege.net	 © Think College 2012	

Levels of College Course 

Access 	

• Full access to course 

catalogue	

• Partial or limited access	

• No access – all specially 

designed courses only for 

students w/ID	

www.thinkcollege.net © Think College 
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 Dual enrollment — students still in high school 

 Adults only age 18+ who have exited high school 

 Both dual enrollment & adults 18+ who have exited  

high school 

 Individual students & families 

Types of Higher Education Programs 

www.thinkcollege.net © Think College 

Impact of Higher Education  

Opportunity Act 

Legitimacy & inclusion 

Comprehensive Transition Program (CTP)  

Transition Postsecondary Program for Students with 

Intellectual Disability (TPSIDs) 

Think College National Coordinating Center 

Think College Standards, Quality Indicators, Benchmarks 

Accreditation recommendations 

Building a body of knowledge 

2

9 

+ 
Categories of College Programs 

Transition & 

Postsecondary 

Programs for 

Students w/ 

Intellectual 

Disability  (52) 
 

Comprehensive 

Transition 

Programs (35) 
 

Both 

(15) 

Most programs are neither 
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Big Changes to FSA Eligibility 

Student does not need a high school 

diploma or a GED 

Student does not need to pass an ability to 

benefit test 

Student does not need to be matriculating 

toward a degree 
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+  

Snapshot of 

students 

attending 

TPSID 

programs 

+ 
TPSID at a Glance 

16/52  provide residential services 

90% use peer mentors, coaches, ambassadors 

Age range 18-25 

25% dual enrollment 

59% male & 39% female 
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High School Setting 
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+ 
Impact on SSI 

298 students exited in year 4 

132 of these students were on SSI 

when started 

Only 99 were still on SSI when exited 

25% reduction in the number of 

people who were on SSI 

+  Socialization 

85% 
64% 

70% 
Non-TPSID students facilitate

Social Support Strategies Used 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

85 

118 

243 

256 

479 

607 

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Other social activity*

Best Buddies (peer friendship

organization)

Clubs or community or student

organizations

Attend or participate in sporting events

Go out with personal friends

Attend organized event on campus

Students' Social Participation  
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Use of Campus Resources by Students 

Credentials Earned 2013–2014 
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Associate or Bachelor's degree for TPSID students

Bachelor's degree  available to all students

Another credential not listed*

Specialized certificate issued from LEA

We do not offer a credential

Associate degree available to all students

Certificate available to all students

Specialized certificate granted by program

Certificate for TPSID students granted by IHE

+ Partnerships in Year 4 
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+ 

+ 

+ 

Getting Started 

Values & philosophical 

underpinnings 

Form a sustained & meaningful 

partnership with agencies 

serving students with 

intellectual disabilities 
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+ 
Getting Started 

 Establish a Leadership Team with key stakeholders both 

on/off campus — Identify champions 

 Create mission statement  

 Identify existing campus resources, policies, & structures  

 Develop strategic planning process with goals, milestones & 

timelines 

 Start with small number of students (i.e., 3-5) 

 Develop recruitment strategies & minimal entrance criteria 

 ID naturally occurring opportunities to teach indep. living 

 

 

 

 

+ 

 Develop peer mentoring network &/or educational coaches 

 Review guidance on program development basics: Think 

College Standards, Higher Education Opportunity Act, 

Comprehensive Transition Program 

 Office space only – NO classrooms! 

 Staffing: 1 coordinator /director & job developer – don’t 

overstaff! 

 Develop marketing materials & publicize it! 

 Mechanism for ongoing evaluation 

 

Getting Started 

+ Funding Strategies 

 Identify existing resources! 

 TPSID 2nd competition 

 Comprehensive Transition Program approval 

 IDEA (see LRE & FAPE handouts) 

 Private foundations 

 Vocational Rehabilitation (KY, CA, PA, HI, SC, FL) 

 Medicaid (NY, VT, NC, CA) 

 State legislature for seed money (SC, MA, GA, KY) 

 Tuition  

 Scholarships 

 Private pay 

 Financial Aid 

 CNCS- e.g., Americorp, Vista 
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+ 

+ 

Questions? 

Debra Hart 

Director Education & Transition 

Institute for Community Inclusion 

University of Massachusetts, 

Boston 

 

debra.hart@umb.edu 

 

617.590.8082 

www.thinkcollege.net © Think College 5
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